[Variables of arrhythmia risk in relation to pacemaker and implantable defibrillator].
Patients suffering from heart failure are at high risk of arrhythmic death. Conventional pacemakers have not shown to affect mortality in patients with chronic heart failure and sick sinus syndrome, while this issue is established in patients with III degree or advanced atrioventricular block. Biventricular pacing has recently been introduced in clinical practice and the experience is limited; to date, only an improvement in symptoms and quality of life has been shown. Biventricular pacing with implantable cardioverter-defibrillator back-up is promising. The implantable cardioverter-defibrillator is able to reduce total and sudden mortality in high risk patients, as clearly demonstrated by several randomized clinical trials.